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Dear parents, caregivers and community members,
Welcome to our first newsletter for term 2.
Over the last few weeks, there has been lots happening in and around our school. You may
have already noticed the transformation that is taking place with external painting
happening across the whole school. The old looking transportable classrooms are now
looking brand new! Painting will continue to happen throughout the school over the next
few weeks with all areas getting a “refresher”. In the coming months, we will also be getting
new carpets installed throughout the lower levels of the main building and the front office
administration.
Starting today, students in year 3 and 5 will be participating in NAPLAN testing. NAPLAN
assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students have already been learning through the
school curriculum. Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the test formats and will
provide appropriate support and guidance.
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It is important to note that NAPLAN tests are just one of many tools that we use to track
and monitor your child’s progress, and to inform teaching and learning programs
throughout the school. The results that are gained through NAPLAN tests do not define
who they are as a student.
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Fax:
08 85723026

The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to reassure them that NAPLAN
tests are just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they
can on the day. It needs to be acknowledged that students feel stress or experience
pressure about any number of things, from having a shot at goal in a game of footy or
netball, or standing up and delivering a presentation to their class. Learning to manage
nerves and stress is part of growing up, and reassurance from parents and teachers can not
only calm any lingering fears, but also help our students to build resilience.
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au.au
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Website:
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Diary Dates

Save the date - Wednesday 25th May
Last week many of you would have received a “save the date” flyer for the official launch of
the Datacom Beacon School Project, in partnership with Google and HP, to our community.
This project is a national, by invitation only project, and we are the only school in South
Australia to be involved. Official invitations will be sent later this week.
The Beacon School project is about developing 21st-century skills, such as collaboration,
communication, personal/social, critical, and creative thinking skills essential for success.
It’s about supporting students by giving them the opportunity to develop skills that foster
innovation from which individuals, communities, and countries can thrive.
Transforming learning is more than new devices. It’s rethinking the classroom as being real
world and socially connected, where learning can take place anywhere, anytime.
The Beacon School project is designed to deliver world-class, next-generation learning
environments for teachers and students. Through a multi-year, whole-of-school journey,
21st-century skills are embedded in the curriculum and brought to life through innovative
practices.
The project will enable us to equip students and teachers with the tools and skills they need
for the future.
Have a great week!

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT
CONFERENCES
Week 3
AUSKICK SESSIONS
Thursday 12th May
GOVERNING COUNCIL
Wednesday 18th May 5.30pm
WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL
DAY
Friday 20th May
Train Park @ 8.30am
DATACOM BEACON LAUNCH
Wednesday 25th May
STUDENT FREE DAYS
Monday 6th June
Tuesday 14th June

Travis
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Wellbeing
Homework Tips for Parents
As you would be aware students are expected to read and complete a Numeracy question at least three
nights a week to earn points for their team.
There are a a large number of students not completing their homework at the moment.
The following are some tips to guide the way:
1. Set up a homework-friendly area. Make sure children have a well-lit place to complete homework.
Keep supplies – paper, pencils, glue, scissors etc. – within reach.
2. Schedule a regular homework time. Some children work best in the afternoon, following snack and
play time; others may prefer to after dinner.
3. Help children make a plan. Encourage your child to break the tasks into manageable bits.
4. Keep distractions to a minimum. This means no TV, phones, loud music or disruptive others including
siblings.
5. Make sure children do their own work. Children won’t learn if they don’t think for themselves and
make their own mistakes. Parents can help by making suggestions and help with directions.
6. Be a monitor and motivator. Show interest in what you child is doing. Give encouragement, check
work and make yourself available.
7. Set a good example. Do your children ever see you reading or talking to them about eg. the cost of
products when you are out shopping?
8. Praise their work and efforts. A word of praise goes a long way.

Please sign your child’s Communication book when their homework is complete.

Dani Schubert and Dan Bartlett
Wellbeing Leaders
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ANZAC Day Assembly
On Monday 2nd May the whole school participated in a very special ANZAC Day assembly at our Lone Pine
memorial site. The assembly was led by our SRC Executive with assistance from the students in the Year 5/6
class. We were fortunate to have Chris and Sandy from the Tailem Bend RSL attend. Well done to our
students for doing such an amazing job in hosting the assembly.
After the assembly, Chris (Tailem Bend RSL President) and Mr Schenke presented the Tailem Bend RSL
ANZAC Day award to Sophie for her outstanding efforts in learning about World War 1, ANZAC Day and
Gallipoli in term one. Congratulations Sophie! Congratulations also to Chloe who was runner up. Both
students received a book prize donated by the Tailem Bend RSL. The ANZAC Award is on display in the front
office.
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Garden Class Learning
This term, the Receptions made special Mother’s Day
presents and cards. We hope all caregivers had a
wonderful day on Mother’s Day.

Making
gifts using
air-drying
clay.

We wrote and
made special
cards for our
Mums.
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Garden Class Learning
This term in Science, we are learning about
different materials. We did an experiment to see if
materials would float or sink.
First, we
made some
predictions.

Finally,
we
recorded
our
results.

Next, we tested all of the
different materials in a big tub of
water.

In Maths, we have been learning about Capacity and
how to compare containers to see if they hold more
or less. These are some of our activities Exploring
capacity with
sand and water
and using funnels
for accurate
pouring.

Learning about the
terms ‘half’ and
‘half full’.

Indirectly
comparing
capacity
on paper
and
together
in online
tasks.

Using the playpas
to compare the
capacity of
containers.
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Week 10 Class Awards

Week 11 Class Awards

Year 5/6 Mrs Schubert & Mr Bartlett

Year 5/6 Mrs Schubert & Mr Bartlett

Cooper
Respect for teaching and learning: Showing
enthusiasm to his learning and being a
helpful, responsible classmate.

Bastion
Respect for Teaching and Learning: For taking
on new challenges in class and for homework
with a positive attitude.

Year 4/5 Mrs Richter & Miss Saddlier

Year 4/5 Mrs Richter & Mrs Rowswell

Savannah
For outstanding work on her Narrative
writing.

Natasha
For showing respect for teaching and
learning by always putting in 100% effort
with all her work.

Year 3/4 Miss Reeves
Pippa

Year 3/4 Miss Reeves

Teaching & Learning: Consistently applying
herself during lessons, taking responsibility
for her learning and always challenging
herself.

Kyal
Respect for Teaching and Learning: For
working consistently during lessons and
challenging himself in Maths.

Year 2/3 Mrs Schutz

Year 2/3 Mrs Schutz

Isabella
For showing a willingness and confidence
when sharing her numeracy strategies even
when she is in the learning pit.

Oscar
For achieving great results in his number
assessment through hard work and
perseverance. Brilliant work!

Year 2 Miss Trembath
Brooke
For teaching and learning: being
consistent in completing her homework
this term.

Year 2 Miss Trembath

Year 1 Mrs Kluske Mrs
Leon
For showing a kind, considerate and
respectful attitude when leaving the
classroom to greet his Mum.
Reception Mrs Paech

Heath
For having a positive start to Term 2 and
working hard in all areas.

Year 1 Mrs Kluske
Oscar
For showing a confident attitude when
working out tricky subtraction sums!

Reception Mrs Paech
Oliver
For showing respect to others and ‘bouncing
back’ quickly from problems this week.

Lexi
For being a friendly and hardworking student
and showing confidence in our oral language
program.
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